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Note from the Head

In this short half term, we are actually nearer the next holiday
than the previous, but it still feels right to wish you all a Happy
New Year.

2024 at SGS has started typically busily. Year 18 have been
tackling their mock exams and Year 11 have been processing
feedback from their pre-Christmas mocks. Year 11 have also
been on one theatre trip and have two more on the horizon as
part of their English Literature studies. Beyond that, the CCF
have been to the Isle of Wight, the Art Department have been
on a trip to explore creative career paths and Student Voice
have held their first meeting of 2024, with another scheduled
this week. All students have also been issued with a copy of the
latest Suttonian magazine. Be sure to read the history of this
annual publication, now in its 225th edition, on page 2 of this
edition of The Hoot.

At Northey, we have managed to beat the weather to host a
round of football fixtures, and cross-country season is in full
flow. But perhaps most excitingly, House dodgeball has been
thrilling a packed sports hall every lunchtime.

However, they aren’t the first Suttonians to dodge, duck, dip,
dive and dodge in this school year. Just before Christmas, staff
also battled it out in their inaugural Christmas dodgeball
tournament. They also took part in the annual staff badminton
championship, which is always a keenly fought affair.

With participation being at the heart of the school vision, it’s
great to see the ethos of student participation has rubbed off on
the staff.

I hope that your New Year’s resolutions are going well.

Keep Faith.

Ben Cloves
Headmaster

KEEP FAITH

Senior Prize Giving

On Tuesday, 19 December the school held the 124th annual Senior
Prize Giving ceremony. The great and good of SGS were in
attendance and watched on as our remarkable young students
received awards for both their academic and extracurricular
excellence.

The award ceremony included an impressive speech from former
pupil Charles Connor (pictured below right), who attended the
school from 2008 to 2015.

Charles graduated from King’s College, University of Cambridge,
with a double first in History and a distinction in his MPhil in
American History. During his time at Cambridge, he served as
President of the Cambridge Union, the oldest debating society in
the world and the largest student society at the university.

He then converted to Law, working for a year as a Visiting Lecturer
in Contract Law at City, University of London, before studying for
a master’s in Law at St John’s College, University of Oxford,
graduating with distinction.

Charles is now a barrister at Twenty Essex Chambers, where he
specialises in commercial law and public international law. He
serves as a trustee of Dons Local Action Group, the largest poverty
relief charity in south-west London, and has walked the Camino de
Santiago twice over the past two years.

His career is one to inspire the current crop of students and
perhaps one day in the future one of this year’s prize-winners will
be back to share their wisdom with the next generation of
Suttonians.
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The Suttonian magazine

Over the last few days, The Suttonian 2022-23 has been distributed
to all pupils at Sutton Grammar School. We hope you’ll agree that
it is a brilliant retrospective of the rich tapestry of school life in the
previous academic year. We hope you enjoy reading the articles,
many of which are written and edited by the students themselves.

This is the 225th edition of The Suttonian, and those keen on SGS
history will note that the school is ‘only’ 124 years old. The
discrepancy is accounted for by the fact that there used to be
several smaller editions per year.

The Suttonian was first issued in 1909 and began with the lines:

“A world-wide greeting it must be, for in each of the Six
Continents, as well as on the High Seas, Suttonians are to be found
upholding the School’s good name - and this although the School
is but just ten years old.”

During the First World War, the magazine became a much-
cherished taste of home for those fighting in the conflict. One Old
Suttonian wrote:

“I have just received the School mag from home, whilst in the
trenches, and am very pleased to read all about things at School. I
can assure you that I have appreciated the mag, much more since I
left school than I did whilst at school.”

So while we hope you enjoy delving into it right away, we also
hope that, as above, you enjoy it after you leave school. We
continue to send new editions to members of the Old Suttonians
Association and we know how much they treasure their Suttonian
library. We hope you do so too. So, look after it! Store it safely on
your bookshelf so that you are able to have a nostalgic flick
through with your friends in years to come.

Blood Brothers trip

On Tuesday, 16 January, 90 members of Year 11 and all of their
English teachers journeyed to Woking for an evening performance
of Willy Russell's Blood Brothers. This is one of four GCSE English
Literature texts currently being studied. The boys were

complemented for their exceptional behaviour, and the actors
received a lengthy standing ovation for an incredible performance.

CCF Recruit Camp on the
Isle of Wight

Year 9 cadets have been busy since January. Many of them came to
the weapon handling training day on a Saturday - some straight
after football at Northey - and last weekend around 90 of them
from SGS and Nonsuch attended a packed camp on the Isle of
Wight. Cadets undertook activities including a laser combat
version of Capture the Flag, fieldcraft and orienteering, as well as
learning the basics of billet and uniform discipline. The sections
competed against each other in the Jungle Run on Saturday
afternoon, and we fortunately beat Storm Isha back across the
Solent to reach Sutton Grammar safely. Thanks to the excellent
Sixth Form team for running the camp, and to the Year 11s for
their sometimes helpful contributions.

SORA for students

Did you know that your child can
read magazines and comics on their
school SORA account?

When a student joins the school they
automatically get free access to SORA,
our online library of ebooks and
audiobooks, making it even easier to
read, renew and link to local library
books online.
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Safeguarding at SGS

Our Safeguarding Team

Ensuring the safety of students in our school.

e ©

Mrs Kate Ross Mr Bob Murrill
Deputy Head & DSL Safeguarding Gevernor
t, 020 8661 4501

2 2 @

Mr Chris Robson Mr Alex Marsh Mrs Kerry Lapsley
Head of Lower School Head of Upper School Student Support Officer
& DDSL KS8 & DDSL KS4 & DDSL

L 020 8642 3821 ex 206 %020 8642 3821 ex 205 020 8642 3821 ex 222

e

Mr Tony Blunt
Head of P.E. and Games
& DDSL
. 020 8642 3821 ex 237

At Sutton Grammar School, the safety and wellbeing of our pupils
is our highest priority. Together with providing exceptional
pastoral care, we are proactive in ensuring all students have the
information and knowledge to keep themselves safe at school and
online, and that they know how to communicate any concerns they
have personally or about others.

All staff and students are aware of which members of staff make up
the Safeguarding Team (pictured above) and know the procedures
in place to raise any concerns. If you have any worries or questions
about safeguarding, please get in touch with a member of the team.

British Library trip

By Tom Wilson (7G)

On Thursday, 14 December, a group of students who attend World
Building Club visited the British Library for a special Fantasy:
Realms of Imagination exhibition and writing workshop. The
exhibition was centred around two forms of storytelling - character
building and world building. We started off by having a look round
the British Library’s main Treasures gallery, and then proceeded to
have a peek at the Malorie Blackman exhibition. We finished off
by going to Fantasy itself, where we were responsible for the
creation of dragons, time-benders, and much much more.

In particular, I enjoyed the bit at the end where we looked at
endings - whether it be the traditional happily ever after or the
somewhat more exciting “eucatastrophe” - a sudden moment of
triumph after a seemingly impossible-to-get-out-of situation.

A big thank you to all the teachers who arranged the trip - I think I
can safely say that everybody enjoyed it.

Jeopardy! contestant

MILES SEARLE

You might have noticed a Suttonian on your TV screens over the
Christmas holidays. If you tuned into ITV’s new afternoon quiz
show Jeopardy!, where a question is the answer, Miles Searle will
have been beamed into your living room.

On Tuesday, 2 January, Miles, who left school having completed
his A-levels in the summer of 2023, took to the Jeopardy! podium
and shared the stage with the show’s host, Stephen Fry.

It was no surprise to those who know him that Miles
demonstrated an impressive array of knowledge and an
unflappable temperament in the face of tough questioning. Many
of the teachers greatly enjoyed watching.

Miles was victorious on his first day on the show and defended his
crown in the next episode. Unfortunately, his winning run came
to an end on day three, in a closely fought battle that came down
to the final question.

Miles is currently travelling in Estonia and Latvia, and is also
training for a long-distance thru-hike between Land’s End and
John O’Groats, to be completed over the summer, with a view
next year to working on a vineyard in rural France for six months,
where he hopes all his Mr Gunning culture lessons might just
come in handy! He is heading off to university in 2025 but until
then he is greatly looking forward to all that he has lined up.

World Book Day 2024

ANDREW LANE

ANDREW LANE

We are delighted to annouce that the author Andrew Lane will be
visiting us on World Book Day on Thursday, 7 March. If your
child is in Years 7 to 9, and you would like to order a copy of
AWOL 1, Agent Without Licence or Young Sherlock 1 Death
Cloud (or both books together) for your child to get signed on the
day by Andrew Lane, please place an order ParentPay. The cost of
each book is £6.50 and the deadline for ParentPay orders is the
end of the school day on Friday, 28 February. A very limited
number of copies will be available on the day for £7.00 cash (exact
money please).
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https://app.parentpay.com/public/client/security/v2/#/login

Year 9 Options Evening

On Wednesday, 28 February, we will be holding the Year 9 Options
Evening from 5.30pm to 7.30pm. The move from KS3 to KS4 is an
exciting time. For the first time, pupils are asked to make choices
that will have an impact on their future study and career paths.

The evening is a great opportunity for students and parents to talk
to staff about the subjects that interest them, and to begin to think
about their career and academic ambitions for the future. There
will be more information sent to parents nearer the time, including
the Directions Booklet, which has a breakdown of all the subjects on
offer.

Ravensbourne University
Discovery Day IZl

By Written by Aniqa Matin (12B)

Ravensbourne
University London

On Wednesday, 10 January, we visited Ravensbourne University in
Greenwich to explore degree opportunities that would lead to
endless possibilities in the creative industry. After arriving at our
destination, we seated ourselves in the Lecture Room to attentively
listen to an inspirational careers talk delivered by the ‘Creative Lab
Team’. We learnt about the importance of creative occupations and
how they are involved in all sectors of the world.

Shortly after, we got stuck in with the Architecture Workshop,
which was my personal favourite. During this session, we designed
our own building that would provide a functional purpose to a
target audience. For example, the self-proclaimed ‘DT Class Team’
invented an eye-catching monument that would encourage sight-
seeing, relaxation and become a tourist attraction due to its
placement in Greenwich, overlooking the River Thames. It would
be made out of sustainable materials, therefore promoting a
greener world and would be easily accessible to all individuals.

We then enjoyed the Games Design Workshop where we simply
played a variety of new board games and considered innovative
ideas for the creation of our own game. Overall, this was an
insightful experience which gave all students an understanding of
the creative opportunities available and a chance to think about
further education routes that are not frequently talked about. Many
thanks to Ms Lo Russo and Mrs Hatrapal for taking us on this
University Discovery day.

Author Sally Percy to visit

We are getting very excited about our visit from the author and
businesswoman Sally Percy, who will be coming in to speak to
Sixth Form students and Year 11 Business students on Thursday, 1
February. Sally will give a presentation on business and finance and
talk about her two books, 21s¢t Century Business Icons and How to
Reach the Top in Finance. She will be staying afterwards for a book
signing.

Sally's publisher has shared a 20 per cent discount code:
KOGANPAGEZ20 for students wanting to buy 21s¢ Century Business
Icons and have thier copies signed by Sally on the day she comes
into school. Please click here to purchase the book.

The 20 per cent discount means a price of £10.39 per copy, with
free delivery within the UK. Both of Sally’s books are available in

our school Library for students to look at before purchasing if they
wish.

1st February 2024

Author Sally Percy

21-9.\‘. Entur:-y

e
SALLY WILL BE TALKING TO B e o
OUR 6TH FORM STUDENTS AND 15
YEAR 11 BUSINESS STUDENTS

- Word of the Hoot

Heteronym (noun) - a word spelled the

= same as another but having a different

~sound and meaning e.g. lead (to conduct)
and lead (a metal).

Important Dates

SGS PTA Meeting

Year 11 Parents Evening

Year 9 Parents Evening

Half Term

Year 9 Option Evening

Year 13 Parents Evening

Inset Day

Year 12 Parents Evening

Sound of Music Joint Musical at SHS
End of Term

29 January

31 January

8 February

12 - 16 February
28 February

6 March

14 March

19 March

21 - 28 March
28 March
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https://www.koganpage.com/general-business-interest/21st-century-business-icons-9781398611320

WELLBEING fw,

SUTTON GRAMMAR SCHOOL PASTORAL TEAM

Good mental health and wellbeing is essential for school students. It helps them to learn effectively, cope with day to day challenges
and develop into resilient young adults.

New Year, new courses for parents & carers

In this edition of Wellbeing, presented by the Sutton Grammar School Pastoral Team,
please find various courses and programmes available to parents and carers from January 2024 onwards.

Parenting Support Offer

London Borough of Sutton Family Hubs is offering
parenting support for all parents and carers to share
parenting experiences, develop a greater

understanding of child development,

build positive relationships and learn

skills to deal with challenging behaviour.

Register for a support session here.

Parent Mental Health Day

Parent Mental Health Day 2024 is an opportunity for
parents and carers to acknowledge and discuss their
struggles and share their achievements of connecting
positively with each other.

To sign up for a free Parent Mental
Health Day webinar, click here.

Education

Wellbeing South West London and
Service st George's Mental Health

Education Wellbeing

Service webinar

South West London and St George’s Mental Health Trust
are offering a free webinar to parents and carers regarding
social media, gaming and what parents |

need to know.

Register for the webinar here.

South West London and
St George's Mental Health

Upcoming events for parents
& carers

There are a multitude of upcoming events for parents and
carers regarding your teenager’s mental health. E

To view further details on the v '
webinars available please J
click here.

| #88 U Health Security Agancy

GET WINTER sT Bo

| %@ UK Health Security Agency
Back-to-school advice

Parents are urged to take simple steps to give their children the best
start to the new school term and protect their communities following
the Christmas break.

Get your flu and COVID-19 vaccines 57711 eligibility anling
this winter. mm-ﬂh it s

As levels of winter illnesses including flu, COVID-19 and norovirus continue to rise, the UK Health Security Agency is reminding parents of
five simple steps they can take to reduce viruses spreading in the community, helping their children make a healthy start to the year and
minimising the impact of illness on attendance as schools head back and parents return to work.

You can read more about the five simple steps and further advice here.

NHS UK also provides easily accessible guidance for parents to help manage winter illness at home.
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https://sites.google.com/suttongrammar.london/sgs-signposting/home
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/secondarycollege-parents-workshops-725989?utm-source=cp&utm-term=odclsxcollection&utm-campaign=social&utm-medium=discovery&utm-content=creatorshare
https://stem4.org.uk/parentmentalhealthday/
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/secondarycollege-parents-workshops-725989?utm-source=cp&utm-term=odclsxcollection&utm-campaign=social&utm-medium=discovery&utm-content=creatorshare
https://forms.gle/ffCHNsrKHx4sTgfo6
https://sites.google.com/suttongrammar.london/sgs-signposting/home
http://nhs.uk/wintervaccinations
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ukhsa-reminds-parents-of-back-to-school-advice
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

